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Lesson #87 
THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER 


Why Pray? 


INTRODUCTION 


a. 


Be 


c. 


One of the more profound statements about prayer is found in Luke 18:1: "Men 
ought always to pray and not to faint," This is profound because this is 
exactly what happens in our daily lives, We either learn to pray or we lose 
heart about prayer and become discouraged, Christ confronts us with two 
inescapable choices: either we learn to cry out to an unseen Father who is 
ever present with us, or else we must lose heart. POINT: The only positive 
direction for us is to learn to pray. 

Prayer is almost a forgotten art in most of our churches, We have substitu- 
ted emotionalism, showboat preaching, organization and busyness for real 
spirituality in prayer, Methods move men to busyness but prayer moves God 
to move men for spiritual activity. 


We are constantly straining to devise new methods, new plans, 
new organizations to advance the Church and secure enlargement and 
effeciency for the gospel. 

This trend of the day has a tendency to lose sight of the man 
or sink the man in the plan or organization. God's plan is to make 
much of the man, far more of him than of anything else, Men are 
God's method. 

What the Church needs to-day is not more machinery or better, 
not new organizations or more and novel methods, but men whom the 
Holy Ghost can use=-men of prayer, men mighty in prayer. The Holy 
Ghost does not flow through methods, but through men, He does not 
come on machinery, but on men, He does not anoint plans, but men-- 
men of prayer. (.M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer). 


The mark of decadent religion is that men are in deep theological discussion 
about God but do not know Him personally, They are great with words but have 
no action in the life, Luther said to the collegues of his day, "You that 
manifest a concern about religion, why don't you pray?" For most of us, the 
motto of our lives is: "When everything else fails, try prayer." 


WHY WE DO NOT PRAY 


A, 


B 


c, 


Introduction; Christians have a multitude of excuses as to why they do not 
pray, but these can be boiled down to four basic excuses. 

Lack of Time: Most Christians acknowledge that prayer is necessary but they 
cannot find time to commune with God. They have forfeited the best things 
for good things, This excuse usually shows where our heart really is, for 
men do what they want to do, We are told to “redeem the time" (Eph. 5:16), 
and prayer is a good way to do it, Part of our spiritual warfare is to make 
time to pray. NOTE: Martin Luther said, "I have so much business I cannot 
get along without spending three hours daily in prayer." 

Lack of Knowledge: Some Christians claim that they do not know how to pray. 
Perhaps they have thought of prayer as some emotional experience and they 
have never had it. Keal prayer is as natural for the Christian as breathing, 
for it is simply talking to God. Besides,a knowledge of how to pray can be 
gained by a diligent. reading of the Bible, NOTE: It is one thing to know 


about prayer and another thing to be praying in the Spirit, We need to talk 
less about prayer and pray more. 


It, 


De 


A. 


Be 


c, 


De 


E. 


F. 
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Lack of Reaultgt A pekson may have tried praying but did not see instan~ 

taneous results so he became discouraged, We are told to keep on asking, 

expecting God to answer (Matt. 7:7-8). Christians muet learn to persevere 
in prayer, 

Lack Of Faith; This is undoubtedly the basic reason for failing to pray. 
We simply do not believe that the omnipotent God can meet our needs, The 

Lord's word, "Oh, ye of little faith," still haunts man even to this day. 


WE ARE TO PRAY 

Because We Are God's Children 

1, Before our salvation we were spiritually dead, separated from the life 
of God. We could not commune with God in prayer, When we received 
Christ, we received eternal life which is the life of God, For the 
first time our soul and spirit could communicate with God and say, 
"Abba, Father," Unbelievers can pray and God hears their prayers but 
He does not answer them, for they have no life from God, Non-Christians 
do not have the privilege of access to the Father through Christ (cf. 
Prov, 28:9; John 9:31), NOTE: The whole problem of the prayers of 
unbelievers will be taken up in another lesson, 

2. Through the new birth we now have access to the Father and the privilege 
of prayer, Because Christ has become our life, we now can commune with 
God, We have been chosen of God with the result that we can now begin 
to petition God (John 15:16). As children of God (John 1:12; Gal. 3:26), 
prayer has now become a family matter (Matt, 7:7-11). 

Because God Commanded Us To Pray: The fact that God has commanded all Chrige 

tians to pray should be motivation enough (I Thess, 5:17). God has not come 

manded us to pray to make it a burden, but He knows the human heart's desire 
to procrastinate and by not praying His people will miss a blessing, FOINT: 

Prayer is not only a privilege but it is a responsibility and deals with 

man's duty to God, 

Because God Has Given Us Many Prayer Promises: The Father wants us to 

exercise faith in his person through the Word, He has given us promises to 

know and claim. 


Eph, 6:18 Jer, 33:3 Psa, 2:8 Heb, 4:16 
Matt, 6:6 John 14313-14 Col, 4:2 Psa, 66:18=19 
Mark 11:24 Luke 18:1 John 16:24 Jude 20 

John 15:7 IT John 5:14 II Cor, 1:20 Matt, 7:7 


These and many others will be written out in full on separate pages to be 
added to these notes, 

Because God Says Prayer Is Important: Prayer is far more important to con= 
sistent Christian living than most Christians realize, It is more important 
than military might (Ezra 8:21-23), or fodd or sleep (Matt. 4:2; Mark 1:35; 
Luke 6:12), and is even placed before preaching in God's method of reaching 
men (Acts 6:4), POINT: Without prayer a believer cannot function properly. 
He should never abuse his privilege of prayer. 

Because Prayer Teaches Us Our Dependence Upon Gods Our Lord said that with= 
out Him we can do absolutely nothing that will count for eternity (John 15:5) 
and with Him we can do all spiritual things He requires of us (Phil. 4:13). 
The power of Christ is available only to those who know they are weak and 
cast themselves completely on God for help, Our strength lies in childlike 
helplessness, POINT: The very essence of the meaning of prayer is that 

one needs help beyond himself, The more one leans upon the arm of the flesh 
the less likely will he or she really be a strong believer in prayer, Human 
strength and prayer cannot co-exist, 

Because Prayer Is The Only Means A Christian Has To Commune With God: God 
Speaks to man through His Word and through the quietness of prayer, but the 
Christian can only commune with God in prayer, It is the one avenue that we 
have to God; thus we should learn all we can about prayer that we may be 
éffective in our communion with God. 


PRAYER PROMISES 


Prayer is the most important thing in 
my life, If I should neglect prayer 
for a single day, I should lose a 
great deal of the fire of faith, 
Martin Luther 


* * * * * 


Eph, 6:18 - Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all 
saints, 

Heb. 4:16 + Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtein mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

I John 3:22 = And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight, 

James 1:5 = If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him, 

Psa. 6:9 = The Lord hath heard my supplication; the Lord will receive my prayer. 

Psa, 2:8 - Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parte of the earth for thy possession. 

Col. 4:2 = Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving. 

Luke 18:1 - And He spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint. 

Jude 20 - But ye beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God. 

II Cor. 1:20 - For all the promises of God in Him are yen, and in Him amen, unto 
the glory of God by us. 

I Kings 8:56 - . . .there hath not failed one word of all his good promise. 

Jer, 33:3 - Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty 
things, which thou knowest not. 

John 14:13-14 = And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son, If ye shall ask anything in my 
name, I will do it. 

I These, 5:17 - Pray without ceasing, 

Luke 11:9 = And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you, 

Psa. 10:17 = Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt prepare 
their heart; thou wilt cause thine ear to hear, 

Isa. 58:9 = Then thou shalt call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry,. 
and he shall say, Here I am. 

Pea, 66:18-19 - If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. 

But verily God hath heard me; he hath attended to the voice of my 
prayer. 

James 4:2 - Ye have not, because ye ask not, 

James 5:16 - The effectual fervant prayer of a righteous man availeth much, 

John 16:24 - Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full. 

I John 5:14 = And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask 
anything according to his will, he heareth us, 

Matt. 6:6 - But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly, 
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Mark 11:24 - Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. 

John 15:7 = If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

Matt. 7:7 - Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. 

Isa. 65:24 = And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 

Phil, 4:6 - Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 

Rom, 8:32 = He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 

Matt. 21:22 - And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive, 

John 15:16 - Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remaing that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My name, He 
may give it to you. 

I Peter 3:12 = For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears 
are open unto their prayers. 

Psa, 38:15 = For in thee, 0 Lord, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God. 

Matt. 7:9-11 - What man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give 
him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If 
ye than, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things 
to them that ask him? 

Prov. 15:29 - The Lord is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the 
righteous. 

I John 1:9 = If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness, 

I Thess. 5:18 - In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you. 

Psa, 55:22 = Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: he shall 
never suffer the righteous to be moved, 

Psa, 55:17 - Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and 
he shall hear my voice. 

Psa. 18-6 - In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my God: he 
heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even 
into his ears, 

Psa. 40:1 - I waited patiently for the Lord; and he inclined unto me, and heard 
my cry. 

Psa, 20:5 » The Lord fulfill all thy petitions, 


* * * * * 


"fhine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven 
and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, 0 Lord, and thou 
art exalted as head above all. 

Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over 
all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it 
is to make great, and to give strength unto all, 

Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy 

glorious name! 
(I Chronicles 29:11-13) 


Grace Church Dr, Jack L. Arnold 
Rosnoke, Virginia Progressive Sanctification 
Lesson #88 
THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER 


The Mechanics Of Prayer 


1, | IBTRODUCTION ; 

A. Prayer ia not a "hit and miss" proposition. There are definite gtepe necesq 
sary to make prayer effective. While there are mechanics of prayer, preyer 
ie not to be anicol, for it must always epring from the human heart that 
loves God, Many Chrietiane may waste valuable prayer time by not 
knowing how to prey effectively. 

B, The Revil would like nothing better than to get Christians awey from prayer 
or get them praying in an ineffective manner, R.A. Torrey seid, 


We live in a day characterized by the multiplication of man's 
machinery, and the diminuation of God's power, The great cry of our 
day ie work, work, work, new organizations, new methods, new machinery; 
the great need of our day is prayer, It was 4 master stroke of the 
Devil when he got the church to generally lay aside this mighty weapon 
of prayer, The Devil is perfectly willing that the church should : 
multiply its organizations, and deftly contrive machinery for the 
conquest of the world for Christ if it will only give up praying. 
He laughs as he looks at the church today and says to himself, ‘You 
can have your Sunday schools and your Young People's Societies, 
your Young Men's Christian Associations and your Women's Christian 
Temp2rsnce Unions, your Institutional Churches and your Industrial 
Scho>is, anc your Boys' Brigades, your grand choirs and your fine 
organs, your brilliant preachers and your revival efforts too, if 
you don't bring the power of Almighty God into them by earnest, 
peveistent, believing, mighty prayer." i 


(Aire ihe De eMac, whan wy table Pine serpe sly, Since beyaney fi Seven ext pager, Ehaue been peyrpmereand oie | 


C, The dinciples themselves confessed that, t did not know how to prey and 
asked Christ,("Lord, teach us to pray. ey felt that they were 
in praying effectively. [ROTE:| Our Lord, as fer as we know, taught 
hie disciples to preach, but He did teach them to pray. Why? je only 


prayes moves God to move men. 


Il, DEFINITION OF PRAYER 
A. There really is no way to define prayer because one can only ence the 
» not write about it. John Buaysn defined prayer ants sincere, 
sensible journey out of the soul to God, through Christ, and in the strength 
and assistance of the Holy Spirit, for auch things as God has promised.") 

B, The Wgetminater Shorter Catechiom gives this definition: C'Prayer is an 
offering up of our desires unto God for thinge agreeable to His will, in the 
name of Christ, with confession of our sins and thankful acknowledgement of 
our mercies," 

C. Perhaps the simplest definition of prayer is "just talking with God," or 
"the soul's converse with God," and the best description of prayer as “the 
soul's approach to God." James Montgomery attempts to define prayer through 
poetry: 


Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressi:¢; 

The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast, 
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Prayer ie the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of o tear, 

The upward glating of an eye, 
When none but God is near, 


Prayer is the simplest form of speech 
That infent lips can try; 

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high, 


Prayer is the contrite einner's voice, 
Returning from his ways; 

While angele 1 in their songs rejoice, 
And cry, "Behold, he prays!" 





‘Prayer is the Ch ‘istian's vital breath, 
The Christian's native air, 

His watchword at the gates of death; 
He enters heaven with prayer. 


0 Thou, by whom we come to God, 
The Life, the Truth, the Way; 
The peth of prayer thyself hast trod: 
Lord, teach us how to prays 


UII, THE OBJECT, AGENT AND EXECUTOR oF PRAYER 


A. 


Cc, 


D. 


The accepted, fgemal method of prayer is to pray to the Father, through the 

Son, i weans of the Holy Spirit. 

The Objects 

Pisa Tus Father: Most of the prayers in the Scriptures sre directed to God, 
the Fat! (Eph, 1317; (3214), 

2. The Sop: Occasionally prayers are directed to God, the Sen (Acts 7:59; 
9314; 22:16; II Cor, 12:8; “Il Tim, 2:22). 

3. Theoretically it would be possible to pray to the Holy Spirit 

cause ail three members of the Trinity are of equal essence, However 

thé Bible pever records an incident of the Spirit being addressed in 
prayer, 

The Agent: The agent of prayer is the Holy Spirit (Eph, 6:16; Jude 20) who 

REompE®s motivates and empowers us to pray, We are to Bray in the sphere 
@ Spirit, 


The Executor: The averttanges execute hie “ and exercise faith in 


the ae of God, Prayer, Wangs nothing but things according 
ad wilJ. Our faith ig’not in prayer but sae God who can answer prayer. 
faith 18 complete trust in God's feith eb, 11:6). 


IV. LOGICAL ORDER FOR PRAYER 


4, 


Be 


Confession: When ever we approach God, we should be a ¢lean yepsel before 
Him, for kgown, unconfessed sin hinders our fellowship with God. It is not 
until we see the ginfulness of sin in our own n ives that we will desire to 
eonfess and forgake it, We must it face up honestly to the vileness of our 

gestion 38 nething wore 
e Discovering 
e painful, but, once 






discovered confession sets it right with God (T John 1:9). 


Aderation: Adoration is giving God the honor and respect that is due His 


Person, It is wershipping God for who He ig and not what He can do for us 
(Psa, 452128; Isa. 6:1-4; Matt. 14:33; 15:75; 28:9; Rew. 4:11). 


— 





c. 


scien pean 
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Tha: diving: Thanksgiving involves giving God preise for past eens 
Feseived as well as future blessings anticipated. It is thankin; ‘or 
the blessings of tagey, for each day is His hidden will for us G Thess. 


18). Thanksgivins, shows our gratefulness Be: or God's b’ ings which 
results in great pease of mind G 


436-7). [NOTE:] When you 


get pare aged and t hink that the world fe es to an end, just start 
ounting your 


hlessings and thanking God for His goodness and mercy. 


intercession: 


1, 


2. 


3. 


God has appointed that hristiane should pray for others, The respon- 
sibility of prayer hae | een laid upon those who really know Jesus Christ 
Gh, $310). We moat, Tea 

(Isa, 59:16; I Sam. 12: 


the art of on on behalf of others 
When was the last time y 














Job 42:8; I ti 231; Acte 12:5). 
prayed for piasionarics? Have you prayed for 
't? Have you come before the throne of grace 
‘and high school campus? For Christians in 
nes men entering the winiatry? Do we know 
1 to get down to specifics in prayer, ee know 
d lay them before the Lord? What 

exe ae at the Throne Throne of Graces 
of gthere tl prayer. We “simply a9 
0 _intercessory prayer or we would practice it 
ae ttches the value of prayer for others when 


the gee 





more. ori a eme, 
he says, $ = 


No one has “ever been successful in a tactical situation in 
battle without 6 bar age of artillery fire out in front of him as 
he advances in American history we have had unneses= 


gary lcsses nero inf even lost the wictory simply because that 








barrage was not front keeping the enemy from firing on the 
advancing troops. of the great tragedies in American history 
was Pickett's: ai mn the third day of Gettwburg. Many soldiers 
were killed unnecessarily. The Confederatc cannons, which should 
have laid < doy cont uous protection of fire, had only a few 

‘the critical moment. After the emmunition was 
exhausted, the e ing troops were completely vulnerable, Men 
died because of the ack of artillery to support the advance, Our 
subject deals w ; tremendous spiritual barrage which ia neces- 
sary to uphold every servant of the Lord--for the missionary, the 
minister, for evang its, for ones in soecalled "Christian service," 
and for the one ‘who has the privilege, the pleasure and the oppor= 
tunity of using his full time in studying and teaching God's Word, 
There is a trememdous need for a barrage out in front. And this 
barrage is in the area of prayer, 












We must ngver Er up in the area of praying for those who are logt, for 
we never know move to save them. No ome is ever going to 
be saved without | prayer being offered up first, R.A, Torrey shows the 
importance of prayer in his own conversion, 


There are few converted in this world unless in connections 
with someone's prayers, I formerly thought that no human being had 
anything to do with my own conversion, for I was not converted in 
church or Sunday school, or in personal conversation with anyone. 

I was awakened in the middle of the night and converted, As far as 
I can remember I had not the slightest thought of being converted, 


sin naesceilalh 
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or of anythin, of that charecter, when I went to bed and fell 
asleep; but I was awakened in the middle of the night and con- 
verted probably inside of five minutes, A few minutes before I 
was about as icar eternal perdition as one gets, I had one foot 
over the brink and was trying to get the other one over. I say 
I thought no human being had anything to do with it, but I hed 
forgotten my mother's prayers, and I afterwards learned that 
one of my college classmates had chosen me as one to pray for 
until I was saved, 


Petition: Eyery word for prayer in the Old Testgment and Ney Teagament has 
as ite basic concept "to o_agk," Petition is simply asking God to meet 
requests nezds, Wo have not because we ask not! (James 4:2; Luke 11: 
13). forty Surely we will never know if it is Cod's will to give us some- 
thing yntil we ask Him for it. 


Ke 


PRAYING IN CHRIST'S NAME 


A. 


CONCLUSION 


A, 


Jesus Christ commanded his d iMsciples to pray in His name (John 16:23-2%). 


To pray in Christ's name is © pray in Hig authority and to pray op the basi 


of His merit. To pray in Christ's name is to reno renounce the thought that we 
Rave se ¢laims on God whate spe and approach Him on the grounds of Christ's 


“le 1 go to a bank scdibatid in a check with my name signed to it, I 
ask of that bank in my own name, If I have money deposited in that bank, 
the check will be cashed; if not, it will not be cashed, If, however, I 
go to a bank with somebody « else's name signed to the check, I am asking in 
his name, and it does not matter whether I have money in that bank or eny 
other, if the person woe aaae is signed to the check has money there, the 
check will be cashed. to pray in the name of Christ is to pray on 
the ground of pth apee cr dit and not our own, 








While there are mechanics Sa prayer, prayer is not to be mechanical, God 
honors « heart acting, Recessarily our logic or eloquence, If some= 
one does not pray just right or just like we do, that is quite all right, 


The tepertent Eh t ay is that he is pra: ing. 
Our basic problem today is not 80 80 Et one of mechanics but one of the 
human will which does not want to pray, The problem boils down to 


obedience. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF FRAYER 
The Pattern of Prayer 


INTRODUCTION 

A, Humanity has made such tremendous strides in technology within the last 
hundred years that man has become enampxed with his own intelligence. The 
result of all this wisdom is thet man has overestimated hie ‘al abilities 
and played down the need of God in his life. 

B, Most men are denying outwardly or seriously questioning the whole idea of 
Gee and the syj . The Bible tells us that the aupernetural world 
@ more rea} than the naturel world, but the vanity of man denies that which 
God says is true. < 

C, The lack of emphasis upon th 
concept of prayer, This na 
Christiane, for they try p 
go to prayer to ask for supe: 
be true; Christians should go 
available to solve a problem. [| 
of our age has t 


axsatly te 
D. God has told us about the e of prayer and Jesus Christ has set forth 
for us the pattern of prayer in what the Christian world calls "The Lord's 
Prayer," or "The Disciples’ Prayss." <¥e 


THE LORD'S PRAYER (Luke 1121-10; Matt. 675-15) 
A. Introduction " 

1, There has been no small controversy in some Christian circles over the 

of the Lord's Prayer. There are four basic views: 

@. For Israel: These Christians are strict dispensationalista who feel 
that the kingdom mentioned in this prayer is for Israel only. There- 
fore this prayer should never be prayed by those who are members of 
the Church, The real Lord's prayer is found in John Ww. 

b. Application to the Church: These are disvensationalists that see 
the Lord's Prayer as for Israel but by application this can be prayed 
by the Church because ‘there are many principles that apply to both 
dispensations. 4 

c, For all Christians: The Lord's Prayer can and should be prayed and 
ueed as a pattern for prayer by all Christians who are waiting for 
Christ to establish His Messianic kingdom on this earth, POINT: 
This is the more correct view. 

2. Another controversy is over when and how the Lord's Prayer should be 
used, Some think it should be prayed in public and others think it ie 
just # pattern of prayer. However the Bible seems to indicate thet it 
may be repeated publi ally (Luke 11:2 - "When you pray, Say. - .") or it 
may be used as a pattern of prayer (Matt, 6:9 - "After this manner, . A 

Do not become critical of those who repeat the Lord's Prayer pub- 
, Ideally or privately, Christians should not be reactionaries because 


they have had a bad experience with the Lord's Prayer in liberal churches, 





ernatural can be most clearly seen in the 
atic philosophy hee rubbed off on many 
gy, psychiatry, sockology, etces b 
al help from God, But the oppo! 
God first and then uge whatever human means 
4 etic, humanistic apirit 






















rtap 








OUR NEED OF PRAYER (Luke 11:1) 
A. The disciples wanted to know how to pray. They had obviously prayed before 
but they wanted Christ to teach them that they might be effective in prayer. 
So it was asked, @'Lord, teach us to vray.) [NORE] Effective prayer ddée hot 
“come naturally or else our Lord would have never had to teach on it, [t 


takes time OQ learn to pray well, Someone has said, ("Prayer works, prayer 
is work, prayer leads to work." 








eee 
ele tt AL eee 


— 


a 


A ae 
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B, very Christian has 4 great need to be taught by Christ to prey effectively. 
Montgomery says, ; 


Lord, teach us how to pray aright, 
With reverance and with fear; 
Though dust and ashes in Thy sight, 
We may, we must draw near. 
Give deep humility; the sense 
Of godly sorrow give; 
A strong, desiring confidence, 
To hear Thy voice, and live, 


IV. OUR MOTIVES IN PRAYER (Matt. 6:5-8) 
A. Beware of Hypocrisy (6:5): There are many, especially religious leaders, 
who pray to impreas men. “They have the externals Qf religion but no heart 
ality. There are many hypos in the Church but they shell have their. 
reward at the final judgment in which they will be found guilty before God 
and illegitimate children of God. 
B. Beware of the Flesh (636 There is something inside of all men that wants 


the praise of men, We pra } eloquently in public because we want folks to 
think be @piritual, mature 





or great prayer warriors. But God says the real 
prayer warriors are those | ho have learned to pray to the Father in secret. 


For those who grasp the power of secret prayer, there will be great reward, Linty 





C. Beware of Ritual (6:7): When men are praying, they are not to pray with vain 
(thoughtless) repitition _ for this is the practice of pagans. Prayer, not 
flowing from the inner man, can become ritualistic and meaningless, Pagans 
pray this way. Some Mohamm spend six hgyrs in prayer 6 day and they do 
it by repeating over and over again, ("There is no God, but Allah, and Mo- 
hemmed is the prophet of | od") There are many Chrietians also who have 
ritualistic prayer. The old Christian farmer who prayed een I 

53 








pray for me, my wife, my son John, his wife--us four and no more:" pore 
The danger of repeating the Lord's Prayer in public is that it can become 
purely ritualistic with no meaning. i 
D. Beware of Becoming Stereotyp' yed (6:8): It is quite possible for a Christian 
to fall into the of the unsaved world or take up the compromising 
of a cagpal church, But Christ says (‘Be not ye therefore like unto 
them," Why be different? Because God knows our needs before we even ask, 
i] Our Heavenly Father longs to meet our needs if we will but ask Him 
and trust Him to do it. Ze 





V. OUR PATTERN FOR PRAYER (Matt. 628-13) 
A, Prayer For The Kingdom (6:9-10): The disciples were looking forward to the 
Kingdom that would be eet up on thie earth where Godyreignet supreme, But 
the earthly kingdom did not came in Chriet's firet advent but will come io 
His pegond advent, Until God establishes the kingdom, Christians are to 
tyob yok wea. pray in a gertein pattern. 

“ere M1.” Acknowledgment ("Our Father which art in heaven"); Christiane are to 
hi acknowledge the existence of God. He is a God who ig really there, who 
‘ really acts in history and who really cares for men, He is not only 
i transcendent (far off) but He is imminent (very near). 

Adoration ("Hallowed be thy name"): Literelly this says,("Let thy name 
be holy.) He is 4 holy God; thus we are to respect and reverance the 











God who is there. I€ God is holy, then Christians should also 
Be one Wy fer Tow be holy Cr Pet. [5) and shine as lights in thie world until God sets 
mola up his kingdom, |NOTE:| We must always treat God with respect, for this 


Spat Vay 94 ity nit 
rer ree 


at Me genet 


. te basic to acknowledgment of His holiness. If we treat God like a 
King, then He will treat us like a respected servant! 





she) on 
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, It is related of Alexander the Great that on one occasion & 
courtier asked him for some financial aid. That great leader i 
told him to go to his treasurer and ask for whatever amount he 
wanted, A little later, the treasurer appeared and told Alexander Hl 
the man had asked for an enormous sum, and that he hesitated to ha | 
pay out so much, "Give him what he asks for," replied the great 

conqueror. "He has treated me like @ king in hie eats. and I \ i 
shall be like a king in my giving." How wis is so muck Ke God + i 





« Realization ("Thy kingdom come"): Literally this says, "Let thy kingdom 
2. come," Christiane are to pealize that God hag a plan for thie world 


| 

-and this plan will be ted oatablsahes . We | 
must pray that God will hasten the establishing of the future kingdom. | 

Why? Because the nearness of the kingdom means that the second advent | 

of Christ is ngt too far distant, for Christ myst return before the 

fe ‘kingdom can be established, . ‘ai 

Mint tcalh Submiesion ("Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven"): Literally 

ae > "Let thy will be done in earth as it ie in heaven." As | 

| 












children of the King and participante in the future kingdom to come, 
Christians are Pog for God's wil} to be done op h until the 
kingdom is established. When the kingdom is established, s will 
shall be done perfectly. 
B. Preyer For Needs Until The Kingdom (6:11-13): Until God establishes His 
kingdom, the children of the King will have to have certain needs met. 
1. Physical Needs ("Give us thie day our daily bread"): We are to pray | 
TE some lovuvies | that God will meet our needs day by day. We are to pray for needs, not ] 
come , that = Wenderlal, butluxurdes, It is believing that God cap and wi) pane aere ct DE ene 





ee rae “t- Cause we axe Hig children. ‘ : 
One time a lady came ub 
Mr. Morgan, I have a big prayer request because I have a big need." 
Dr. Morgan quietly leaned over to the lady and said, "Is there anything 
big in God's sight?" 
2. Socidldgical Needs ("And forgive us our debte, as we forgive our debtors") 
“Ferbesring ene wade, and This ig not speaking about salvation but about sanctification, There ie 
Forgwing eve anciher if GaN great peed to know how to forgive others and to love others (Col. 3:13). 


a 

aan habe « quarrel asaune : rut 

img; even a8 Peas chins Fatgrens not willing to forgive others, God w: not bless us as Hie 
devel a 


ine | wi humen tionships are basic to genuine Christianity, 
gh exe ie 3. Prbtec Te EP mED vel not into BS rations but deliver us from 
dotac settee Vil")? Christians are in congtant struggle with the world, flegh and 
‘\ae=weere the devil, Temptation ie all about them, Christians, more than anyone 
cel 40 elge, understand the exs of sin and they mi 
protect them,even from temptation...’s. "ax, ve 
Prayer for the Anticipation of the Kingdom “( ng: i 
Christian's know that the kingdom belongs to God and that all pawer and glory 
also belong to God, Thus we are to live in anticipation of the kingdom yet 
TEA In =o come. 
e— 


TOs Aue T 
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VI. OUR PERSEVERANCE IN PRAYER (Luke 11:5-10) 
A. Apparently when our Lord had finished instructing His disciples on the patter 
of prayer, he told them the parable of the importunate friend. In this parab 


we are told the importance of repeatedly and continually asking the Father fo 
- __ our needs. God takes delight in or persevering prayer. 


B. This parable about persevering in prayer was given after the instruction on 
the pattern of prayer because our Lord knew how casy it is to have head know- 
ledge about prayer but never apply this knowledge to experience. |POINT?/God 
longs for us to know ‘how to pray and then to actugjjy pray, “for He desires 
Be meet the needs of myles ; bel Me Gi ae jee: ay, a 
Ley: Ye Sar Walter argh Oocesiucle aveyiest ct the Giseent, coil she petibenfy comaneed, 
RRO, Ss yor pedi rr ggg e Sir 16 Her replied, “edhe oo nage) Jewel of f jie? 
rel HS vegcerd Wes granted. Bu btht @ fof ullynhe reer gros why ob eur arhiy, and 
nevev vebuke us for Cong. ¢ b 








Grace Church Dr. Jack L. Arnold 
Roanoke, Virginia Progressive Sanctification 
i Lesson #90 
THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER 


Qualifications For The Effective Prayer Warrior 


5] I. INTRODUCTION 

. A, The Bible tells us repeatedly that the Christian is involved in a sgtedeuet battle, 
] There is an ipvigible war in the realm of the gupernaturel taking piace all about 

| the Christian, 

/ B. To be an effective prayer warrior in the midst of the spiritual wer, one must know 
} iow to pray, what to pray for and what hinders prayers from being answered, 


Dwight L, Moody said, 


Alaska, I would rather have power to move the arm that moves the world 


ms : I would sooner know how t> pray aright tha to own all the gold in 
than to wear the crown of any earthly king. 





EX: forces of evil, Prayer makes Christi invincible. [Mary Queen of Scots, the 

“he's Boman Catholic who opposed the Protestanta in ‘Scotland, said that she was more 

ay Baty iv givrafraid of the prayers of John Knox thas of an army of ten thousand men. 

[Ol nc Res!D, Learning to pray aright involves knowing what God expects as qualifications for 
those who approach Him in prayer. Positive answera to prayer are conditioned 

on any number of things. J i 


C, Praying effectively makes Christians stroog ie i and a bulwark against the 








IZ. PERSONAL CONDITIONS FOR ANSWERED PRAYER 
A. & Meo Right Before God (James 5:16b): That a person must be rishteove before God 

answers his prayer refers primarily to positional Fightequenegs” one receives 

because of faith jo Christ Jesus, God answers the prayers of those who have been 

clothed in the positional righteousness of Christ (itor, 5:20). However, the 

word "righteous" probably also refers to practical rightesueness that one haa when 

he is in temporal fellowship with Jesus Christ. There must be a general desire 

‘2 please God before prayers will be answered. jy iu 

B, A Man In The Spirit (Eph. 6:16; Jude 20): Thiesrefeks to temporal fellowship in 

that a Christian is gubmitted to the control of the Hol it, True prayer is 
prayer in the Spirit; that is, the prayer: the Spirit es and digects, §yb- 
migsion to the Spirit prompte, motivates and guides one in his prayer life. 
Sometimes we do not feel like praying. Should we then etop praying until we fee 
like it? No! We should tell God how cold and prayerlese our hearts are, and look 
up to Him,and trust Him to fill yp with the Spiri€ and grant ue a deaize to prAye 
It is said of the late D,L. Moody that while praying one day, the glory 
Of God 85 Filled hie soul to overflowing that he had to cry out, "Hold back, Lord, 
I can't hold any more!" But aleo there were many times he had to reckon on faith 
without any feeling that God was with hin, The isauve is not how we feel, but 
whether we are in the Spirit when praying. 













4 | 

} ILL, POSITIVE CONDITIONS FOR ANSWERED PRAYER 

A. The Christian Must Pray According To God's Will (I John 5:14-15): A sovereign 
God has a perfect plan that will come to pass and which brings the most glory to 

‘imself, God is sovereign at all times, and 2ur prayera, in order to be effective, 

muet be in accordance with Hie savereign will for us. If what we ask of the 
Father is not what He intended us to have from the foundation 9f the warld, He 
will not give it to us, This is why we must pray "in the Spirjt" so our prayers 


ed by God and be agsording to His will. 


Saree ee 





a 
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Spiros Zodhiates says, 


Your prayers aid mine, then, your petitions and mine, to obtain results, ~ 
to be effective, must be energized by God Himself. Let us not be disappointed 
when we do not recieve the things for which we ask, It igs not because God 
is deaf and cannot hear, not that He is indifferent, but simply because what 
we ask is not what He has intended for us. And since it is impossible for 
us to enter into the very secret thoughts and desires of God for >ur own 
individual lives, even concerning their minutest details, we cannot help but 
ask amiss many times. But let us accept divine energy upon our petitions, 
He knows best, and what He does for us is good, not necessarily for our 
temporal being, but for our eternal personalition.( y's Coy y asd Crea Tet Soy Mesut 


B. The Christian Must Be Abiding In Christ And His Word (John 15:7): The Christian 
is to be in €ghlowship with his Lord and Teyeling in His Word before there will 
be effective prayer. One cannot pray according to God's will until he knows what 
God's will is, and God'a will is fountl, ‘Nhe Bible, [NOTE;) There are many who 
would 1 f> have answers to prayer bat they are not willing to sacrifice time 

#k3to know God's Word. ' Oa 

Cc. e Christian Must Be Obedient To The Word (I John 3:22): The believer who chooses 
to be obedient to God will most certainly gee God bleas him in his prayer life. 
Answers to prayer will come in direct portion to the willingness the Christian 
has to do God's will. 

D. The Christian Must Ask In Faith (James 1:5-7): One must believe that God can and 
d answer prayer, Faith is going beyand the natural to the aupernatura}. Faith 

8 simply God's faithfulness. 

EB, POINTS TO aoe = sega 
1, The Christian is to come as a child to the Father and ask, not demand things. 
2. The Christian has a right to ask for anything but that does not mean that He 

* will get it, 

3. If the Chrietien is abiding and obeying the Father, then the Holy Spizit wil} 
prompt the believer to pray accort fing to God's perfect will. 








HINDRANCES TO EFFECTIVE PRAYER 

A. Cherished Sin In The Life (Isa, 59:1-2; Psa. 66:18): Sin, which is rebellion to 
God, breaks temporal fellowship with the Father, Until a Christian sees his sin, 
a to it, confesses it and seeks to forsake it, he will never have an effece 
tive prayer life, Sin is an awful thing, and one of the most awful things about 
it is the way it hindexa prayer. Anyone who would have power in prayer must be 
merciless in dealing with his own sins! The Christian must be B antly searching 





his own heart for perggnal sin and for impure motives (Psa. 139 225-26). 
B. Selfishness (James 4:3): So often we ask for things in prayer when our natives 
putrid, The human heart is very deceitful but God answers the prayer of an 
at man. For instance, why should a woman desire the conversion of her husband? 
First of all and above all, that God may be glorified; because she cannot bear the 
thought that God the Father should be dishonored by her husband trampling under 
foot the Son of God, If her motive is that she wants an easier life, then she ie 
Ngt praying in the will of God. Evens hits home on these motives of man? 





When you pray ask, Why do I wish to excel in this thing? Is it because 
I wish to be known as great, to nossess personal power, to minister to self? 
Or is it to scatter good among others, to be useful and helnful in the world? 
Why ask for moze temporal fosperity. or spiritual power? Is it to hold or fe 
it for use? Why ask for a fine voice, for fine address in the pulpit, for 
power in oreaching? Is it for self-7zgraadisement or: for God's glory and the 
salvation of 2thers? Why do you pray for 2 higher salary? Is it for higher 
living, or that you may extend your benevolence? Cuchy Trey” 
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Cc, 11 Will Or Hgtred Towards Another (Mark 11:24-26): To harbor 111 will and carry, 
prudge towards another person, this hinders effective prayer, Our personal 
tionsh with men must be right before we cao have an intimate relationship 
rayer with the Father, Hatred of any nature destroys the human soul, Booker 
bs ae once said, ("I will not let any man reduce my soul to the level of 








hatred." 

D, Stingingss Towards Toe Poor (Proverbs 21:13): Those to whom God has given much 
in the way of material blessing are to share it with those who have been given 
very little, There is perhaps no gréater hindrance to prayer than atinginess, the 
lack of liberality toward the poor and toward God's hs 

E, Poor Marital Relationship (I Pet, 3:7): Husbands and wives have Biblical respons 
sibilities to one another, for they are joint heirs of the grace of life. Torrey 
comments, 


al 
| 


Many a man who makes great pretentions to piety, and is very active in 
Christian work, shows but little consideration in his treatment of his wife, 
and is oftentimes unkind, if not brutal; then he wonders why it is that his 
prayers are not answered, The verse that we have juat quoted explains the 
seeming mystery, On the other hand, many a woman who is very devoted to the 


church, and very faithful in attendance upon all services, treats her husband 
with the most unpardonable neglect, is cross and peevish toward him, wounds 
him by the sharpness of her speech, and by her ungovernable temper; then 
wonders why it is that she has no power in prayer. ( Hc. Ae iresy)) 

these prayers are asked according to His sovereign will. 








FE Caolitry (Ea. 1438): An vtec cept Hab les He place GhGe I, 607 Hoy Habs the Se preme chyeee 
V. CONCLUSION ‘ct ene GMechar Cb Sa stu)! / 
A. Every Christian has many times cried out as the Psalmist, "O Jehovah, how long shall 
I ery, and thou wilt not hear?" "Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, so that 
no prayer can pass through," 
B, But unangyered greyers shoujd not deter us from the use of prayer. It should 
rather, on the contrary, drive ua to our knees to discover, if possible, the reaggn 
why our prayers are denied, God longs to answer the prayere of His children when 


Grace Church Dr, Jack L. Arnold 
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Lesson #90 
THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER 


Qualifications For The Effective Prayer Warrior 


I, INTRODUCTION 
A, The Bible tells us repeatedly that the Chrietian is involved in a spiritual battle, 
There is an inyigible war in the realm of the supernatural taking aiace all about 
the Christian. 
B, To be an effective prayer warrior in the midst 2f the spiritual war, one must know 
Low to pray, what to pray for and what hinders prayers from being answered, 
Dwight L, Moody said, 


Alaska, I would rather have nower to move the arm that moves the world 


mi : I would sooner know how t> pray aright the to own all the gold in 
than to wear the crown of any earthly king. 


ESOT forces of evil. Prayer makes Christiens inviacible. ry Queen of Scots, the 

“hess Roman Catholic who opposed the Protestants in Scotland, eaid that she was more 

ie ol dey 9 iserafraid of the prayers of John Kaox than of an army of ten thousand men 

TOU ETRAID, Learning to pray aright involves knowing what God expects ae qualifications for 
those who epproach Him in prayer. Positive answers to prayer are Co! itioned 

on any number of things. 







C, Praying effectively makes Christians stroog Setbiee Peer, a bulwark against the 
Ma: 
> 





IZ, PERSONAL CONDITIONS FOR ANSWERED PRAYER 
A. A Men Right Before God (James 5:16b): That @ person must be sisbeeoue before God 

‘anewere his prayer refers primarily to positional Fighteousnesd” fiat one receives 

because of faith jn Christ Jesus. God answers the prayers 2£ those who have been 

glothed io the p sitional righteousness of Christ (il Cor, 5221). However, the 

word "righteous" probably also refers to practical righteousness that one has when 

he is in temporal fellowship with Jesue Christ. There must be a general desire 

ho plegse God before prayers will be answered. \4 1 

B. A Mon In The Spirit (Eph. 6:18; Jude 20): Thiaprefers to temporal fellowship {to 

that a Christian is submitted to the control of the Holy Spirit. True prayer 18 
prayer in the Spirit; that is, the prayer the Spirit tend and directs. Syb- 
mission to the Sp rit prompte, motivates and guides one in hi prayer life. 
Sometimes we do not feel like praying. Should we then stop praying until we fee 
like it? No! We should tell God how cold and prayerlese our hearts are, and Look 
up to Him,and trust Him to £111 ys with the Spiri€ and grant us a demize t> pray. 
It is said of the late D.L, Moody that while praying one day, the glory 
of God 8 filled hig soul to overflowing that he had to cry out, "Hold back, Lord, 
I can't hold any more!" But aleo there were many times he had to reckon on faith 
without any feeling that God was with him, The iesue is not how we feel, bue 
whether we are in the Spirit when praying. 
















ak 


ILL, POSITIVE CONDITIONS FOR ANSWERED PRAYER 

A. The Christian Must Pray According To God's Will (I John 5:14-15): A sovereign 
God has a perfect plan that will come to pass and which brings the most glory to 
Himself. God is sovereign at all times, and our prayers, in order to be effective, 
must be in accordance with His sovereign will for us, If what we ask of the 
Father is not what He intesded us to have from the foundation 9f the warld, He 
will not give it to us. This is why we must pray "in the Spirit" so our prayers 
_will be energized by God- and be agsording to His will. tn 
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Spiros Zodhiates says, 


Your prayers a:d mine, then, your petitions and mine, to obtain results, 
to be effective, must be energized by God Himself, Let us not be disappointed 
when we do not recieve the things for which we ask, It ig not because God 
is deaf and cavnot hear, not that He is indifferent, but simply because what 
we ask is not what He has intended for us, 4rd since it is impossible for 
us to enter into the very secret thoughts and desires of God for sur own 
individual lives, even concerning their minutest details, we cannot help but 
ask amisa many times. But let us accent divine energy upon our petitions. 

He knows best, and what He does for us is so0d, not necessarily for our 
temporal being, but for our eternal pc a hae Vivant Gvenk Teat oye Algal 
B. The Christian Must Be Abiding In Christ And His Word (John 15:7): The Christian 
is to be in fellowship with his Lord and reveling in His Word before there will 
be effective prayer. One cagqnot senal according to God*s will until he knows what 
God's will is, and God's will is fount{"tH'the Bible, [NOTE:] There are many who 
ae Tike €> have anawers to prayer bit they are not willing to sacrifice time 








#5 to know God's Word. 
The Christian Must Be Obedient To The Word (I John 3:22): The believer who chooses 
to be obedient to God will most certainly gee God bless him in his prayer life. 
Answers to prayer will come in direct portion to the ‘wilLingness the Christian 
has to do Gad's will. a gt 

D. The Christian Must Ask In Faith (James 1:5-7): One must believe that God can and 
dges answer prayer. Faith is g geing beyond the natural to the qupernatura). — Faith 
Te simply in God's faithfulness. 

E. FOINTS TO ny 
1. The Christian is to come as a child to the Father and oa: not demand things. 
2. The Christian has a right to ask for anything but thet does “not mean that He 

hn will get it, 

3. If the Christian is abiding and obeying the Father, then the Holy Spirit wi}} 
prompt the believer to pray according to God's perfect will. 


HINDRANCES TO EFFECTIVE PRAYER 
A. Gherished Sin In The Life (Isa, 59:1-2; Pea. 66:18): Sin, which is rebellion to 
God, breaks temporal fellowship with the Father. Untif a Christian sees his sin, 
adnite to it, confesses it and seeks to forsake it, he will never have an effece 
tive prayer life. Sin is an awful thing, ‘and one oe the most awful things about 
it ie the wey it hinders Preyer Anyone who would have power in prayer must be 
merciless in dealing with his own sins! The Christian must be. geeantly ae searching 
his own heart for pergonal sin and for impure motives 
B. rrgerrrs (James 4:3): So often we ask for things in prayer whe our motives 
utrid, The human heart is very deceitful but God answers the prayer of an 
honest m magn, For instance, why should a woman desire the conversion of her husband? 
ved of all and above all, that God may be zlorjfied; because she cannot bear the 
thought that God the Father should be dishonored by her husband trampling under 
foot the Son of God. If her motive is that she wants an easier life, then she is 
Qt praying in the will 9f God. Evens hits home on these motives of mant 


When you pray ask, Why do I wish to excel in this thing? Is it because 
I wish to be known as great, to nossess | ersonal power, to minister to self? 
Or is it to scatter good among others, t> be useful and helnful in the world? 
Why ask for moze temporal Sosperity. or spiritual power? Is it to hold or is 
it for use? Why ask for a fine voice, for fine address in the pulpit, for 
power in preaching? Is it for self-2zkrendisement or for God's glory and the 
salvation of others? Why do you pray for 2 higher salary? Is it for higher 
living, or that you may extend your benevolence? (why trey") 
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C. Ill Will Or Hatred Towards Another (Mark 11:24-26): To harbor i111 will and carry, 
| around a gr towards another person, this hinders effective prayer. Our peragnal 
| relationsh with men must be right before we can have an intimate relationship 





in prayer with the Father, Hatred of any nature destroys the human soul, Booker 
Ly ae once said, ("I will not let any man reduce my soul to the level of 
| hatred." 


D, Stinginéss Towards Tre Poor (Proverbs 21:13): Those to whom God has piven much 
in the way of material blessing are to share it with those who have been give 

very little, There is perhaps no greater hindrance to prayer than stinginess, the 

lack of liberality toward the poor and toward God's work. 

E, Poor Marital Relationship (I Pet. 3:7): Husbands and wives have Biblical respons 
sibilities to one another, for they are joint heirs of the grace of life. Torrey 
comments, 








Christian work, shows but little consideration in his treatment of his wife, 
and is oftentimes unkind, if not brutal; then he wonders why it is that hie 
prayers are not answered, The verse that we have just quoted explains the 
seeming mystery, On the other hand, many a woman who is very devoted to the 
church, and very faithful in attendance upon all services, treats her husband 
with the most unpardonable neglect, is cross and peevieh toward him, wounds 
him by the sharpness of her speech, and by her ungovernable temper; then 

3 wonders why it is that she has no power in prayer. ( We. bes HES) 

ie . 1488): Andel ic cept He Sir ie alot osah beads 

ve PR le a. scbat Tee “soar ical: eae ary 

A. Every Christian has many times cried out as the Psalmist, "O Jehovah, how long shall 
I ery, and thou wilt not hear?" "Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, so that 
no prayer can pasa through.” 

B. But unanswered prayers should not deter us from the use of prayer, It should 
rather, on the contrary, drive ug to our knees to discover, if possible, the reaggn 
why. our prayers are denied. God longs to answer the prayers of His children vhen 
these prayers are asked according to His sovereign will. 


| 
Many a man who makes great pretentions to piety, and is very active in 
i 


May habs the Se prone chy sor 
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Roanoke, Virginie. Progrcssive Sanctifiction 
lesson #91 


THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER. 
The Simplicity Of Petition 


I, INTRODUCTION 


Ae 


Ce 






Prayer ie cescntinlly asking God for our necde and the necds of othors (Jamce 412-3) 

Evary word for praycr in the Old Tegt-ment and New Tcetament hae ne its basic con- 

ecpt "to ask." The Bible statce thit 4t is not sighting, or warring, or desiring» 

or worrying but it ie nekdng thot gets things from God. 

le "sk, and it shall bé given you." (Matt. 7:7) 

2. "For cvory one thrt aekcth recciveth." (intt. 7:8) 

3, “Ask, and ye shall receive." (John 16:24) 

4, "How much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them 
that rek him? (i.att. 7:11) 

5. “And oll thinge, whatsocver yo shall ark in prayer, belicving, yo shall re- 
ceive.” (Matt. 21:22) 

6. "If yo shall ack any thing in my man-, I will do ite” (John 14:14). 

Praycr js pot primarily mcditction but it is petition. Modern dny liberals, who 

dony tho gupornatural, tcach that preycr is prinarily an experic ¢ 

dep ap sg}f as one medit~tce upon life. In other words, prayor doce somcthing for 

© oye praying, but it rerlly decen't moye an infinite God to work in a supore 
notural ways John R. Ricc commcnts, 


And mony Bible belicvers fall into this snare, thie doctrinc that prayor 
4s morcly spiritual fcllowship, that wo do not renlly get things from God but 
that after wo pray we fool strongor to gct thom for oureclvcs, or aro perhaps 
resigned to do without them! How for thir is from the Bible tonching on 


prayer! (Praycr--Asking And Reeciving) 


It should be pointed out that prayer oftcn docs change the attitude of the 
onc praying but prnycr is Buch more than juct an inner cxietentin] foclings 
Christians arc somone? to nek for thinge in prayor. Surcly we will never know 
it te God's wil givo us somothing until wo nek Him for it. Ict us romemborp 
No have not because wo ark not! Aeking is 1 fixed cterpl nnd epiritun) 
As and God will not chonge His program for mcne 


II. ASKING IS BASED ON ONE'S POSITION 


Ae 








pronch God is praycr beenuse cvery Christian dea 
10; 20:6). In the Old Tcstament a pricet gepre~: 
fonts man od, nnd Cod wae primiily sppronchcd through thc pricethood. 
» since Chriet hne comc, the Christian is his own bclicvor-pricet and yopro= 
s bimeclf bofarc God on thc norits of his great ort, Jceus Christ. Mow 
tho Christian can comc boforc God in prayer ° 
Ench Christinn is to oc eeusicduing Rglicver-pricst. He is to mgturo in 


spiritual things and learn to i the marvellous gighte and privilegcs that are 


A Chrietion hns tho right to ap 





his becnuse of hie pricethood. Each Chrictinn can now xpproxch God with 
the some 9 rity ae cvcry othcr Christian. The pastor, evangelist or Christian 
yorkor hne xo 8) nl linc with God in proycr. 


TIL. ASKING INVOLVES PETITION AND DESIRE 
* Me inieesues 23 All prayers in the Bible and in our own lives involve a pe! n 
a 


When we ask the Lord for something, we nleo-have a desire behind 
that epesific petition. For cxsmplo, wo might .sk the lord for mopoy, but our 
‘desire is for hanpincar. Or our desire might be to giye pore momey to missionis 
Woteeen fh de there Le clunye eome docire behind the petition. The dcsixe de 
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+ allw: stated but the petition is, Sreaking dow all prayer into petition 
ct deste, there are four categories. 

‘ed ‘ 
i of manna and wept before Ged and iloses for 
E Their desire was for happiness and cop- 

tentment even though the petition was for meat. God granted their petition 


in that he gave them quail, but their desire was denied, for God brought then 


Zeanness gf soul (Psa. 106:15). They were c wiserakle people even with the 
meat, 


2. Israel's petition was to have a i ¢eign over them and their desire 
was to be like other nations (18: oe aS God answered their peti- 
tion and gave them a king, but they got Ps al who brought the nation nothing 


but disgrace. Their desire for a good and national pride was not an- 
swered. Later, however, God gave the nation Devid to be king, which was a 


e act of grace. 
3. Grom We should analyze our prayers, so that we can know what the geal 
siehes, 


B. Petition answered and Desire U1 
I. “The ‘children’ of “israel wer 













a certain petition is. liany times our petitions will be an- 
t~ our desires will not. 
C. Petition Not answered and Desire Answered 
nih : This is the ost important category in this problem of prayer, 
ere are a. people who are going to ask Specific things from the Lord, 
who will say, (Well, i stood on the promises that you gave me and the Lord 
lovoat Sri Lanna didn't answer me.) Remember, behind every specific petition there is a desire, 
 Rebidees A aula; Desme - it-may be that the desire is answered, budthe petition is not. Often God 
i iwarry CAveiceMen does not answer a petition beceuse He knows that it is not good for us. We 
Sri lgyieaibee sae Tae ie if we allow God's sovereignty to overrule in these matters. God 
knows the big picture, and, we allow His sovereignty to overrule, often 
we find He Wet our desire. 
2. Abraham desired that Lot would be saved and petitioned God to spare Sodom and 
Gomorrah. God destroyed the cities, but saved Lot. Abraham's desire was 
met Gen. 18:23-35). 
3. Paul prayed for God to remove his infirmity that he might have relief. God 
met his desire by granting Special grace to endure suffering. But. the peti- 
tion was refused, for his infirmity was never removed, (IT Cev. ID: 7-10) 
D. Petition And Desire Answered 
I.” The dying thief petitioned Goa to remember him and his desire was to be saved. 
Both were granted e_23:h2-1)3). 
2. Jesus asked the Father for the res i Lezerus and His desire was 
that people might believe on Him (John 11:h1-h2,l5). Both were granted. 
E. Petition Unanswered and Desire Unanswered ; This occurs when there is rebellion 
and ‘unconfessed sin in the Christian's Life (cf. Lesson i/90, “Hindrances to Prayer) 


VI. ASKING IS TO BE SPECIFIC 
4. Christians are to make their requests to God (Phil, l:6). There is to be a 
8) ic asking for things. .ieny Christians pray "around Robin's barn" and never 
get down to specific petitions. This is so very true in public prayer and is 


often true in private prayer, 
B. We must be A try end ippress people or ded with our eloquence or 


position. So much praying today is ritualist? rather than asking the Father fer 
specific needs. John R. Rice says, 


Too much of our prayers are like the incantation of a witchdoctor or 
the rites of some modern cult. That is, they may have rhythm, or eloquence, 
or beauty and aesthetic form; but they are not genuine prayers when they do 
not ask for things. The modern tendency to have pipe organ music during ‘ 
prayer is because we are not really praying at all. We say we seek reverenda, 
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but actually we are secking some form of aesthetic beauty, some appeal to 
the senses. 
hen a lady orders groceries she does not quote poetry. 
‘hen the dispatcher gives orders to a trainnan, the: are not written on 
engraved stationery, He does not use classic illustrations or ponderous words, 


When a beggar asks for a dime for a cup of coffee and a “hot dog" he does 
not talk about the glowing sunsct,. 


V. ASKING FOR BiG AND LITTLE THINGS 

A. It is fairly well agreed upon by men that when Something big comes into the life 
there needs to be prayer. Remomber there is nothing a0 Bg for an i it 

God. If God wills something for us, He can do it for us. ere is ngthing in- 

Possikle with God. i.brahan Lincoln said, 


i have been driven many times to my Imees by the overwhelming conviction 
that I had nowhere else to go. lly own wisdom, and that of all about me, 
seemed insufficient for the day. 


Do not be afraid to ask God for anything. The sky's the lim.t if God thinks we 
should have Tt. 

B. The infinite God is also vitelly concerned for our Smallest problems. He wants 
us to trust Him for the minutest details of life, There is no situation or 
pegblen that God thinks is insignificant. Sometimes there is more joy in seeing 

fod answer the little things than the big things. Perhaps God answérs many more 
prayers than we realize, but, because we are not thinking in terms of small 
answers to prayers, we overlook thon. ] TELOSTRATION F} George ie. was a man 
who trusted God for millions of dollars but he was also a man of earnest prayer, 
even about little things. 


4.T.Pierson, Bible teacher extraordinary, sat one day with George 
Imeller, the great Englishman of faith, ifr. Mueller was relating to Dr. 
Pierson some of the marvellous things God had done for the Faith Orphanage 
at Bristol, As lir, ieller talked he wrote, and Dr. Pierson noticed he was 
having difficulty with his pen point. in the widst of the conversation, lr. 
teller scemed oblivious to the visitor. He bowed his head for a moment or 
two in prayer and then bogan writing again. Dr. Pierson said, ‘iir, ieller, 
what were you praying about just now’! "Oh," said ir, ieller, "perhaps you 
didn't notice that I was having trouble with this pen point. f haven't 
another and this is an important letter, so I was asking the Lord to help ne 
so that { could write it clearly." ‘Dear me," said Dr. Pierson, ‘a man who 
trusts God for millions of pounds also about a. scratec joint." 
c TLAUSTRAT ICN © Bre - Demme sy re Reeth - eae, sem lk ond ae 
VI. CONCLUSION WK cae: ye, 
A. Prayer is a mystery and no onc really understands it. But we do ‘mow that prayer 
works. We do not need to understand all there is about prayer before we pray, 
We just need t bray and expect God to worl. 
B. Prayer is so § that often complicated, adult minds cannot gr Eh a Go 
takes the icated faith of a little child to be an effective prayer warrior, 
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Grace Church : Dr. Jack L. Arnold 
Roanoke, Virginia Progressive Sanctification 
Lesson #92 


Il, 


THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER 
Believing God 


or 
The Problem Of Doubt 


INTRODUCTION 


A. 


Faith is the key that unlocks the world of the @upernatural, The tual ld 
ie more xeal than the physical wed and it is through teases tebe ca Hig 
Christian begins seperfence the realities of the spiritual world, 

God's command is ve faith in God") (Mark 11:22). Faith in itself is worthless, 
but faith that has God ge ite abject can gcomplish mighty things, The pover io 
not in a person's faith but in the person's God. 


PRAYER AND ITS CONDITIONS (Heb, 11:6) i 


Tf a Christian wants to pease Gad, he can oply do it through faith. 
Ite te abaglutely deccaaihieres please God in any other manner, God is 
Pleased with the Christian's works but all wore are the result of faith. Feith 
ie the one thing that genuinely pleases God, for it is acknowledgment of one's 
fetal upon God, 4 
A Christian must believe that God exists ("he is"), Faith acknowledges God's 
person and power and believes that He is a prayer hearing end answering God. 
tously ap fme will pray if he believes that God ie ¢ hoex. 
The confidesce of the Christian who believes that Ged really exists is that this 
Same God will him because of his belief. But this Tewarding is only open 
te those who B scr seek God through faith. 
S§ace God really exists then He is able £2 mest our every need and do exceedingly 
and above all that we can ask or think, The life of DL. Moody is an 
example of this: ; 


The late D.L. Moody was conducting a great religious campaign in Chicago 
during the World's Fair Exposition in 1893. He had brou-nt great religious 
‘® from all over the world--and that was an expensive undertaking, On 
@ certain day many bills and s dmries had to be paid. It would take $3000 
to meet such financial obligations, Mr, Moody, with seme other Christian 
workers, knelt down and prayed about the matter. Mr. Moody prayed in his 
unique way: "0 Lord, I am sorely in need of money; I must have $3000 today, 

I could raiee it if I had time to go cut after it, but, Lord, I'm booked to 
preach at the Great Northern Theatre at noon today and it's half-past eleven 
now, and I must be there at twelve, Now Lord, in Thine own way, a@ thou 
hast so often done before, please send me the needed money to carry on Thy 
work. Lord, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard ne." And he arose, picked 

up hie hat, and went down to the theatre to preach, While he was on the 
Stage waiting to preach a lady came to one of the ushers and asked him to 
take her to Mr, Moody, fer she had a message for him that mist be delivered 
to him in person, The usher, naturally, refused, and said he would take the 
note to Mr. Moody, But the persistence of the lady won out, and the usher 
took her to Mr, Mosdy to whom she handed an envelope. Mr, Moody, thinking i¢ 
was a question some one wanted him to answer and not having time to attend to 
it at that moment, put the envelope in his pocket, and proceeded to preach, 
When Mr. Moody, later, ca:e to the dinner table with his fellow-workera, he 
remarked, "0, I had an envelope handed me today; I wonder what it is about?® 
He opened it, and to hie Surprise there was a check for $3000, signed by Mra, 
Cyrua W. McCormick, w..fe of the harvesting machine manufacturer, 
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Mr. Moody went at once to see Mrs, McCormick, She told him that at eboot 
eleven-thirty (the very hour that Mr. Moody and his workers had been in 
prayer) something told her that Mr, Moody would be needing money since he 
was conducting such an extensive campaign; so she sat down and wrote a check 
for $1000. Then a second thought pressed her--that she should enlarge the 
check and make a new one for $2000. She then, after a third thought, made a 
new check for $3000, put it in an envelope, stamped it, and rang for her 
servant to mail the letter. And then another thought came to her; perhaps 
Mr, Moody needed the money that day. So she found out where Mr. Moody was 
preaching at that hour and sent her maid with the letter, giving her strict 
instructions to see that the letter was placed in Mr. Moody's own hand. 


PRAYER AND FAITH 

A. ea 6 of Faith. Faith is really pable. Someone has said that faith 
ieC@eimply trusting in God's faithfulness.") God's faithfulness is made known to 
us through the Bible. Thus faith is believing the promises of God as found in 
the Word of God, It ie taking God at His Word and holdipe God to Hip Word. Real 
faith is seyotd of any feelings. The proper order is always FACT, FAITH and 


B. Pr ie For Faith (Mark 11:23-24). This is one of the most remarkable promises 
in all the Bible: P 
ix 
For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, 

Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his 
heart, but shall believe that those thinge which he saith shall come to 
pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What 
things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and 
ye shall have them. 


According to these verses e hing in earth or b eaven is impossible and 


njndodond gnetteinable for real faith. promise that God has made in His Word or given 
We, towne to the individual as a Thess conten, is possible. This is assuming 


of prayer e human mind! We must give God g chance te prove Himse 


| ante ettehee all “Tee for prayer have been met (cf, Lesson #90), The yastneas 


wAE by putting Him to the test through our faith. 


PRAYER AND UNBELIEF 

A. Unbelief is the gue major human factor that keeps God from giving us Hie meny 
blessings. Upbelief fs pin and exce wrang before a holy God. I£("with- 
out faith it is impossible to please God,")then £, of cour: is dje- 
pleasing to God and is sin. If Jesus commanded, (Have faith in God,")then one 
who dpgs pot have faith in God is disobedient and rebellious. Unbelief 
ie a failure so clsin what God has already promised. It is inquiting God by 

1 ing His character. 

B. 35-7. If a Christian wants wisdom, he must ask God for it. He must ak 
in faith, nothing wavering. This means that he is not to have a divided mind 
of doubt when asking God for wisdom. The Christian's faith must be Se 


fohtifr if it is not, then he shall peyer receive anything from the Lord, 
said 





Faith is being sonvinced, perayaded, sure that God is able to do what 
would do, 

C. _Judges 6233-40, Gideon put out the fleece to determine God's leading. Many 
scholars think this was an act of wayaiet for God had already said that he would 
be God's instrument to gave Israel Gudges 6:12-14). Gideon wanted 4 sign 
rather than just trysting in God's promise. God, in grace, did give Gideon a 
sign. The fleece concept may be all right to confirm God's leading but 
should never be used to determine the will of God. ; 





v. 


v. 
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PRAYER AND EXPECTATION 
A. Mark 11:24 says,('What thing soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye shall have them, 9) When praying, the Christian is to believe 


that he has teesived the answer to the prayer, It may only be later thet 
he shall have it in personal ceperiense, that he shall see what he believes. 
Perhaps a person can the Lord for the answer even before it happens, 


B. The Christian must be God to answer prayer, There ie a constant - 


gdnation of seeing tow 8 going to gplve a problem that seems humanly dmppe- 
earls. 


It is told of Hudson Taylor that at one time his prayers were the direct 
means of delivering the ship that was conveying him to his distant field 
and all her crew from e terrible fate, After the ship had been long on ite 
way, hindered by calms and contrary winds, an island of the sea wes sighted, 
It was recognized as the abode of fierce cannibals, who knew no pity. Juet 
at this time the wind died away and the vessel lay helpless on the glassy 
sea, slowly but surely drifting on the fatal shore. With grim delight the 
ieland savages sew the plight of the ship and in sight of her crew made 
preparations for the coming feast of human flesh, The captain sought his 
missionary passenger, ‘You believe that God hears prayer, Call on him, 
Unleas your praying is real thing we are doomed." "I will pray," quietly 
responded Mr. Taylor, "on the condition that you set your sails to catch 
the breese that God will send." The captain, who was not a believer, re- 
fused to make a spectacle of himself by unfurling the sails in a dead calm. 
Mr. Taylor wee equally firm in refusing to pray until the ship was put in 
readiness to avail itself of the answer, Nearer and nearer the shore they 
drifted, until in affright the captain unfurled the sails to receive the 
wind of which ag yet they could see no sign, Mr, Taylor retired to hie 
cabin end laid the case before the Lord. He quoted the promises and asked 
that since He had brought him so far on hia way he might be permitted to 
carry on his work in the dark places of the earth, He, like Paul, besought 
the Lord to give him the lives of those on board. While he was still pray- 
ing, there came a knock at the door. "Are you still praying for wind?" 
asked the captain, "Yes," was the response. Well," said the voice, "you 
had better quit praying for we have got more wind now than we can manage," 





cf 42-46. The land of Israel wes in a famine, God promised Elijah thet 
he would bring rain to the land (18:1-2). Elijah prayed that there would be 
rain because he believed God's promise (18:42). Then he told hie servant to go 
look for @ cloud but there was ppt any and his servant went back seyen mere 
times (18:43), Then finally a little cloud began to form, and Elijah sent « 
message to Ahab the King that it was going to Pour down(18:44-46), Elijah ex- 
Rested God to keep his promise and God did! That ig what true faith really is. 


CONCLUSION 

A. The problem of doubt is among Christians, some to legser degree than 
othera, Believers will ie with doubt until they go to be with the Lord. 
Doubt, however, should not discourage us but cause us to push on in fagth ae 
we see our weakness of ynbelief. : 

B. We must remember that fi ges God, for faith is the one way the 
Christian d tes his utter de le ice uppn Ged. God's blessings come, 
especiall © prayer, when genuine faith is exercised. 
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Grace gmacth Dr. Jack L. Arnold 
Roanoke, Virginia Progressive Sanctification 
Teles Lesson #93 : 
lnbey THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER 


God's Sovereignty And Christian Prayer 


I, INTRODUCTION 
A, The doctrine of prayer is not fgge from theological problems. The issue is how 
cen an abgolutely sovereign God, with a perfect plan, be moved by the prayers of 


men? Or how can the prayers of men affect God who has an ynchanging plan? 
B. This ie the problem of God's soverets and man's regponsibility (freewill), God 
is 100% sovereign and man is “responsible. This is a gygtery, an antinomy, 





fox. The human mind will never be able to solve J completely this side of 
glory. We are to acc, both ) true because the Bible teaches both. ; 
1, Sovereignty. The a eader of scripture can see that it teaches that 
yee thinge under control (Dan. 4:35; I Sam, 2:6-8), The Westminster 
Confession of Faith saye, = : 





Hows Sec be mnie - SS Sa Ss : 
Const, God, from all eternity, did by the most wise and holy counsel of 
Suc é oe a 
Ye ae Hie own will, freely, 2 nd jangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pase: 
6 pacer Laws eel yet so, as thereby neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence 


offered to the will of the creatures; nor is the liberty or contingency 


of second causes taken away, but rather established. 


2: Lorseg bilgty. It is obvious that man has the respangibility to pay ponete- 
€ t y and diligently (I “ 5:17; Luke 18:1; James 5:15-16). When 
we pray, things happen. en we do not pray, God does k. Our respon- 
sibility is co pay and ettempt, | too teks iad Pometitand the 
infinite workings of a sovereign 5 : 
C. It is a tragedy that today man’s | onsibility ie preached (faith, conditions, 
perseverance, etc.) to the exclusion of God's purpgse, which has brought much 
confusion into the minds of God's children. The tendency fe to exalt man and gg- 
grade God, so that His claims, His rights, Hie gloxy are discarded. 


II. WRONG CONCEPTS ABOUT PRAYER 
A. c - It is a common saying today that sprayer changes things." The 
shelley h © never gives much contemplation to this saying, but whet does prayer 
change? Does it change God, hs ics Ris will? 


B, That Prayer Changes the Purpose of God. To pray, some say, ghanaee the mind and 
of God, But, to affirm that God will not and cennot bring to pass Hie eternal 
ry 

















e unless we is utterly erroneous, Gods plan ie in ne way conditioned 
on man's efforts. }Al R:] Prayer does not change the purpose of God but it does 
ge the e of Tinto the subjective of the Christian. God 

wi become Feal to the believer and His ses more prgcious. Through 


prayer, the Christian enters into the plan of God for him. 
C. That the Lack of Prayer Changes the Destiny of Men. To say that human destinies 
may be changed and moulded by the will of man is rank G . Human destiny 
fe settled in God's purposes and man's reyeet ion of the goepel, not because 5 
failed to pray per_se. )ANSWER:] Prayer ie essentigl in the salvation Fe of 
0 believe in Christ and without prayer no one wilT ever be saved. However, tl 
are many who have heen prayed for who have geugr trusted in Christ. 
D. That Prayer Can Change the Policy of God. To have pumerous prayers can somehow 
. change God in His providential dealings with men is really folly. Thie 4 
a refutes again that God has a purpose (Eph. 3:11, 1:il). - It also makes the a 
be of the qgeature greater than the will of the Creator. Seq ZF our prayers Be 4 
By God's policy, then Ta the Most High subordinate to worms of the werth. ‘ a 
3 5 ook 


ITZ, RIGHT CONCEPTS OF PRAYER 

Prayer Is Acknowledging God's Sovereignty. When a person prays for another, he is. 
acknowledging that God is sqvereign over the wills and affairs of men, Prayer ie 
aaking God to do something for the one being prayed for. If a Christian has ever 
ed God to e another pergon, he is acknowledging the sqvereignty of God in 
salvation, If a person thought that the unsaved brought themselves to salvation, 
he would neyer because God could do nothing. On gur knees all Christiana 
believe that God ae on our feet we may have arguments a@ to how God egyes, for 


A. 





moat people have a 


Nore: Wise 


B i fo An 
ne et ee 


eternal purp "Je to pray and God will answer these 

prayers aa He seca : ‘ -* 

1. Elijah knew that God was about to he rain, but that did not prevent him from 
praying about it (James 5:1: m-18). Cf F Kye M2, aa de 

2. Daniel fealized in hi 8 study of Word that the seventy yeara of captivity 
was about to end, but this sti d him to prayer (Dan. 9:2-3). 

3, Jesus Christ knew 


Prayer Makes God's Plan Real to the Christian. Prayer does not change God's plan 


but it does change the believer's relationship and attitude to the plan of God. 
8 Seana 


It brings God 
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F practice than a theglogy. 


There is a second way in which you acknowledge that God 1s sovereign in 
salvation. You pray for the conversion of others. In what terms, now, do 
you intercede for them? Do you Limit yourself to asking that God will bring 
them to a point where they can save themselves, independently of Him? I do 
not think you do. I think that what you do is to pray in categorical terms 
that God will, quite simply and decisively, save them: that He will open 
the eyes of their understanding, soften their hard hearts, renew their na- 
tures, and move their wills to receive the Saviour. You ask God to work in 
them everything necessary for the! ‘salvation. You would not dream of making 
it a point in your prayer that you are not asking God actually to bring them 
to faith, because you r 2¢ nize that that is something He cannot do, Nothing 
of the sort! When you pray for unconverted people, you do so on the assumpe 
tion that it ie in God's p to bring them to faith. You entreat Him to do 
that very thing, and your dence in asking rests upon the certainty that 
He ia able te aovabde you | G.I, Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty 
of pay bags lates bg? Beemnse Goad ad it. 













God hae planned that certain events shall come to 
thet thes events shall come to pass ehegagh 
ira lishment. God knoye those who ghall be 


aid that they shell on e saved by 
prayer das weaue for cuisine at the 


a 













a 2 


















: 2 x hie de reavrrection that he would share once 
again the glory of the Father, but he still prayed about it (John 17:5). Chriet 


also knew that none of his | pe opl ld ever perish (John 6:37); yet he pleaded 
with the Father to "keep" then’ (John 17:11), ‘ 


Here then is the design of Prayer: not that God's will may be 
altered, but that it may be accomplished in His own good time and way. 
It is because God has promised certain things, that we can ask for them 
with the full assurance of faith, [It is God's purpose that Hia will 
shall be brought about by His own appointed means, and that He may do 
Hie people good upon His own terms, and that is, by the "means" and 
"terms" of entreaty and supplication. (A.W, Pink, The Sovereignty of God), 


purposes into the e of the Christian, 








v. 
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We, of course, clearly understand that prayer does not change God's 
purposes and plans; it but releases them and permits God to do in, for, 
and through us all that which His infinite love and wisdom want to do, 
but which because of lack of prayer he has not been able to do (William 
evana, Why Pray?) 


Prayer Ie Submitting to God's Will. Some, when they pray, demand that God answer 
the prayer the way they want it answered, Thies attitude in prayer reduces God to 
@ servant of man. Prayer is asking God to meet our needs or requests and humbly 
leaving them with Him to answer as He sees rit, It is learning to say,("Not my. 
will but Thine. "') Real prayer produces a spirit of dependence upon God. |NOTE: 
Prayer ie the yay and means God hae appointed to bless His people. For though He 
has purposed, provided, and promised them, yet He will be Sought unto, to gived: 
them, and it is a duty and privilege to ask, 







Prayer Ie Asking According to God's we The real confidence that the Christian 
h if he aske anything according to God's will it shall be answered 


John _3:14-T3S, It becomes very exciting to learn to pray according to God's 
q geal prayer of faith that has ever been offered to God has 
been answered! ayer is asking God and expecting Him to enewer, There are only 
three anawera to prayer--yes, no and wait awhile, God answers prayer according to 
what He thinks is best for His children, and somet that answer will Bae ive pote 
ante: 


the ite of what te d. 1 fle wey Oceov.li Ged's witlone begins 
frgeaears prayed, QTE! Pay actontiny 





WHAT CAN THE CHRISTIAN PRAY FOR? 


A. 
B. 
c. 
Dd. 
E. 
F, 
G. 


E 


For the unsaved (Rom, 10:1; I Tim. 2:1-4). 

For governmental rulers (I Tim, 2:1-2). 

For the furtherance of the gospel (II Thess. 3:1; Col. 4:3; Eph. 6:19). 

For all believere under Satanic attack (Eph. 6:18). 

For believere to sperk the gospel boldly (Eph. 6:19-20). 

For deliverance from opposition because of preaching the gospel (II Thess gic2)5 
For the saints to stand boldly for Christ and His Word (Heb. 13:18; I Thess. 3:10; 
Eph. 6:18; If Cor. 13:7; Rom. 15:30). 


Bor Gothsa aang ovtulahonere Gry, 2539)- 

1, Most preyera in the New Testament are for believers to preach the gospel with 
conviction and boldness. We are told only in a few places to pray for the 
unsaved, Prayer is the best preparation for evangelism, 

ine nm the Book of Acts, the evangelistic book of the New Testament, there 1s not 
one recorded prayer for the unsaved, nor are Christians exhorted to pray for 
the unsaved, The prayers in Acta are almost always for believers to be 
strengthened for witnessing (Acta 1:14; 2:46-47; 4:31; 6:4; 9:11; 12:2-3; 16:25). 


CONCLUSION 


A. 


To neglect God's sovereignty in prayer, will bring great confusion into the minds 
of God's people. 

Nothing can be accomplished without prayer, Yet prayer is a Divinely appointed 
means whereby we may obtain from God the things we ask, providing we ask for 


those thinga which are in accord with His will, Gat esctat when poe Aabret pelt 4 Goth 
answur as tle SulGily lis plan. 
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Lesson #94 
THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER 


The Results Of Prayer 


INTRODUCTION 
A, Prayer is the post yaluable spiritual exercise for the Christian, Prayer 
God to accomplis! nis purposes according to His own will, Prayer ie contact with 
God. Through prayer man has the elous pgsgibility to commune with his Creator, 
to make known to Him his condition, Be needa; he can call to Him for help, for 
on and qtrength in difficult times and circumstances, 
B, The results of prayer for the Christian are wonderful, There are both objective 


and subjective resulta of prayer, 


OBJECTIVE RESULTS 
A. God is Glorified. Whenever the Christian praye, this pleases and glorifies God, 


for this showg an attitude of dependence of the creature upon the Creator. 
Prayer ie GHP eallghls “thy Gs ws curistin, God lenge for fellow 
ship with His children, ‘Often a Christian may come to prayer and feel 


that he received agthing from this time, but, taking a divine viewpoint, the prayer 
8 t¢ to God. Christians must be careful about ruppips on experience rather 
Frew on faith, It is only faith that pleases God, % ee 


When the glory of the Father 

Ta the goal of every prayer: 

When before the Throne in heaven 
Our High Priest presents it there, 
When the Spirit prompta the asking,) 
When the waiting heart believes: 
Then we know of each petition 
Everyone who asks receives, 


B. Answered Prayer. Every prayer that is offered up in faith to the Father is 
+ Sometimes the answer does not coincide with the specific but 
ansyers every prayer, The answer is or wait | whilg. 
Real faith does believe that God anewere every ae then the person geste 
ora Spask in God'e sovereign plan for his life. 


: SUBJECTIVE RESULTS 


A. Introduction, There are many side benefits to prayer that deal with the Subjective 
ganstsence of the Christian. ayer brings God into the gonecious experience of 
the 


child of God. 


B. Prayer Wins Over Worry (Phil. 4:6-7), Prayer is God's antidate to worry, Taylor 
in hie Living Letters paraphrases these verses as follows: 


Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God 
your needs and don't forget to thank Him for Hie anawers. If you do thie 
you will know God's peace which is far more wonderful than the human mind 
can understand. His peace will keep your thoughts and your hearts quiet 
and at reat as you trust in Christ Jesus. 


Wo: Ag failure to let God handle a situation. It is rejection of God's sovere 
eignty. The Christian is commanded to stop worrying, for worry is a gin. The 
child of God ie to take his pr » big or small, to God, leaving the situation 


with Him and expecting God to work ouf 4 solution. When this is done, the "peace 
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of God" keeps (garrisons) the mind and heart of the one praying. This peace comer 
fp Gog. It 1s heavenly tranquility in the midgt of outward turmofi, No human 
eing can epogionadly whip up this type of peace, for it is a supernatural work of 
God. Notice thet it guards the mind (thoughts) and the heart (emotio ), which 


are the two areae of man vulnerable for psychological problems. @lso says that 
thie peace is "through Chgist Jesus" or, as Taylor says,("as you trust in Christ 
Jesua.") There must be a continual trust in God to solve the problem. 3] Our 
trouble is that we often pepe to take our burdens to the Lord, but we don't 

r 


leave them with Him, We ng them bagk again. The chorus of that famous Chris- 
tian song says: 


TALUSTRATION: Ty eminabe the she 


ngs i it there, leave it there, 


railed beyptne? ta yun Cncmadechan asad olny 


saphlea? wien city 


ee nat sey wietet Take your burden to the Lord and leave it there, 
Team: Sy seroned ot Mee TE you trust and never doubt, 


- Font e He will surely lead you out, 
ssw ena, eS te Take your burden to the Lord and leave it there. 


Prayer 6 the Filling of the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:31; 16:25). The filling of 
the Spirit can be the bye Wears of the Christian as he ii ing jn God, 





t tted t. In actuality the 
Dogsupsed wish Ghesst on ed te the Holy Spirit etuslity the filling 


f the Spirit comes as one is actively congcious of his dependence upon 
God. In 331-35, the filling of the Spirit came while they were in prayer, 
for pray more than a conscious attitude of one's dependence upon God. 
There are {anummerable regults of the! filling of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) but in 
context there are four reqults that came about through prayer and the filling of 


its 
e were bold for Christ. It says that they spoke "the word of God with 
boldness." Prayer prepared them to atand boldly for the gospel. They became 


fearless. 


One day, it is seid, John Knox approached the court of Mary, Queen 
of Scots, and was warned that it might be better to postpone his visit 
as she was in one of her angriest moods. He continued on his way, 
replying, “Why should I be afraid of a queen when I have just spent 
four hours with God?" 


NOTE; It says that they spoke the word with boldness. In order to do this, 


they had to gopy the Word of God, Braver prepares s man for the Word and the 
Woxd prepexet 6 man for erayer. 


The German theologian Bengel had the reputation of being a great man 
of prayer, knowing the secret of effectual prayer, One day a fellow 
believer watched him at the close of the day, He saw the old saint 
sitting before a large Bible, reading slowly, often atopping, mediteting 
with the silent tears running down his cheeks, After reading and meditat- 
ing a long time, Bengel closed the Book and began to speak to God in 
prayer, His heart had been prepared through the reading of the Word. 


Neglect of the daily reading of the Word of God and meditation on it soon 
results in peglected prayer as well. 


2. They had a spirit of unity. Those who believed were "of one heart and of one 
soul," Prayer unites men around the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


3. They had a spirit of sacrifice. They shared their goods and had "all thinge in 
common," Prayer produces an attitude of humility and téaches us the value gf 
athers. 


mv, 
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4, They had great power. Prayer brought God's grace into their lives and the 
disciples experienced the power pf God, so that they gave a gtrong witness 
for the Lord, 


Prayer Brings Joy (John 16:24). Our Lord told his disciples, "Ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full." Joy will be the experience of the Christian 
who enters into personal relationship with the Father through Christ in prayer, 
This is an donner joy and is not to be related to external Sonera which can be 
the experience of both yngaved and geyed, Joy is the delight of equl in gommunion 
with God. 

Sufficient Grace (II Cor, 12:8-9), Paul had a sickness and asked the Lord three 
times for deliverance and the answer was "no." But God did promise to give him 
teltef by granting him sufficient grace to live with the infirmity. (NOTE;) Paul, 
like all Christians should, entered into the abounding of God in his per- 
sonal experience through prayer. the grace of fs one of the most 


eh riences in the Christian life. 
Prayer Gives ‘James 1:5). Any time the Christian lacks wisdom, he should 
ask God about it, God promises to grant wisdom. NOTE: There are many decisions 


that we make each day that we need gpeciel pigdom if the gight choice is going to 
be made. 


Prayer Brings Revived Strength (Isa. 40:31). Waiting upon the Lord certainly 
includes prayer, Prayer is one of God's ways for strengthening, renewing and 
Eaxyiving one's soul, so that a person may serve the Lord in faithfulness and 
Rover. £ 


CONCLUSION 


A. 


Prayer not only brings the Christian into communion with his God, but it is 


absolutely essential for normal mental health. Prayer keeps (guards) the mand 
and emotions. Prayer brings inper joy 4! (assurance, confidence) an 
wards off the possibility of problems. 

Prayer is aleo essential in building our Christian char: » for an attitude 
of prayer ig related to the filling of the Spirit. Cal a2, 23). 
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THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER 
The Simplicity of Petition 


INTRODUCTION 


A. 


Prayer is essentially asking God for our needs and the needs of others (James 

4:2=3). Every word for prayer in the Old Testament and New Testament has as 

its basic concept "to ask." The Bible states that it is not fighting, or war- 

ring, or desiring, or worrying; it is asking that gets things from God. 

1. "Ask, and it shall be given you." (Matt. 7:7) 

2. "For every one that asketh receiveth." (Matt. 7:8) 

3. “Ask, and ye shall receive." (John 16:24) 

4, “How much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask him?" (Matt. 7:11) 

5. “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive." (Matt. 21:22) 

6. "If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it." (John 14:14) 

Prayer is not primarily meditation; it is petition. Modern day liberals, who 

deny the supernatural, teach that prayer is primarily an inner experience of 

communion with self as one meditates upon life. In other words, prayer does 

something for the one praying, but it really does not move an infinite God 

to work in a supernatural way. John R. Rice comments, 


And many Bible believers fall into this snare, this doctrine 
that prayer is merely spiritual fellowship, that we do not really 
get things from God but that after we pray we feel stronger to get 
them for ourselves, or are perhaps resigned to do without them! 
How far this is from the Bible teaching on prayer! (Prayer--Asking 
and Receiving) 


NOTE: It should be pointed out that prayer often does change the attitude of 
the one praying, but prayer is much more than just an inner existential feel- 
ing. Christians are commanded to ask for things in prayer. Surely we will 
never know if it is God's will to give us something until we ask Him for it. 
Let us remember, "We have not because we ask not!" NOTE: Asking is a fixed, 
eternal and spiritual law and God will not change His program for men. ILLUS- 
TRATION: People who say, "I don't feel right asking God for things," do not 
understand biblical prayer. 


ASKING IS BASED ON ONE'S POSITION 


A. 


A Christian has the right to approach God in prayer because every Christian 

is a priest (I Pet. 2:5, 9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:6). In the Old Testament a 
priest represented man before God, and God was primarily approached through 

the priesthood, But, since Christ has come, the Christian is his own believer- 
priest and represents himself before God on the merits of his great High Priest, 
Jesus Christ. Now the Christian can come boldly before God in prayer (Heb. 4:16). 
Each Christian is to be a self-sustaining believer-priest. He is to mature 

in spiritual things and learn to use the marvelous rights and privileges that 
are his because of his priesthood. NOTE: Each Christian can now approach 

God with the same authority as every other Christian. The pastor, evangelist, 
or Christian worker has no special line with God in prayer. 


ASKING INVOLVES PETITION AND DESIRE 


A. 


Introduction: All prayers in the Bible and in our own lives involve a petition 
and a desire. When we ask the Lord for something, we also have a desire behind 
that specific petition. For example, we might ask the Lord for money, but our 

desire is for happiness. Or our desire might be to give more money to missions. 


Iv. 


D. 


E. 
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Whatever it is, there is always some desire behind the petition. The desire 
is not always stated, but the petition is. Breaking down all prayer into 
petition and desire, there are four categories, 


Petition Answered and Desire Unanswered 
=Seaenon Answered and Desire Unanswered 


1. The children of Israel were tired of manna and wept before God and Moses 
for meat (Num. 11:4~6, 13, 18-20, 31-32), Their desire was for happiness 
and contentment even though the petition was for meat. God granted their 
petition in that He gave them quail, but their desire was denied, for God 
brought them leanness of soul (Psa. 106:15). They were a miserable peo- 
Ple even with the meat. ILLUSTRATION: A person may pray for a mate in 
order to be happy but may get that mate and be miserable. A preacher may 
pray for a bigger church in order to be famous. God may answer the prayer 
but bring him misery. 

2. Israel's petition was to have a good king reign over them and their desire 
was to be like other nations (I Sam. 8:5-9, 19-20). God answered their 
petition and gave them a king, but they got Saul who brought the nation 
nothing but disgrace. Their desire for a good king and national pride 
was not answered, Later, however, God gave the nation David to be king, 
which was a pure act of grace. 

3. NOTE: We should analyze our prayers, so that we can know what the real 
desire behind a certain petition is. Many times our petitions will be 
answered, but our desires will not. 

Petition Not Answered and Desire Answered 

1. Introduction: This is the most important category in this problem of prayer. 
There are always people who are going to ask specific things from the Lord, 
who-will say, "Well, I stood on the promises that you gave me and the Lord 
didn't answer me." Remember, behind every specific petition there is a 
desire. It may be that the desire is answered, but the petition is not. 
Often God does not answer a petition because He knows that it is not good 
for us. We are wise if we allow God's sovereignty to overrule in these 
matters. God knows the big picture, and when we allow His sovereignty to 
overrule, often we find He met our desire. 

2. Abraham desired that Lot would be saved and petitioned God to spare Sodom 
and Gomorrah. God destroyed the cities, but saved Lot. Abraham's desire 
was met (Gen, 18:23-33). 

3. Paul prayed for God to remove his infirmity that he might have relief, 
God met hie desire by granting special grace to endure suffering. But the 
petition was refused, for his infirmity was never removed (II Cor. 12:7-10). 
NOTE: You may pray for money and desire happiness. God may not give you 
money but will make you happy in your circumstances, 

Petition and Desire Answered 

1, The dying thief petitioned God to remember him and his desire was to be 
saved. Both were granted (Luke 23:42-43), 

2. Jesus asked the Father for the resurrection of Lazarus and His desire was 
that people might believe on Him (John 11:41-42, 45). Both were granted, 

Petition Unanswered and Desire Unanswered: This occurs when there is rebellion 

and unconfessed sin in the Christian's life. 


ASKING IS TO BE SPECIFIC 


A. 


Christians are to make their Fequests to God (Phil. 4:6). There is to be a 
specific asking for things. Many Christian pray “around Robin's barn" and 
never get down to specific petitions. This is so very true in public prayer 
and is often true in private prayer. 

We must be careful not to try to impress people or God with our eloquence or 
position. So much praying today is ritualistic rather than asking the Father 
for specific needs. John R. Rice says, 


v. 


VI. 
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Too much of our prayers are like the incantation of a witchdoctor 
or the rites of some modern cult. That is, they may have rhythm, or 
eloquence, or beauty and aesthetic form; but they are not genuine 
prayers when they do not ask for things. The modern tendency to have 
pipe organ music during prayer is because we are not really praying 
at all. We say we seek reverence, but actually we are seeking some 
form of aesthetic beauty, some appeal to the senses. 

When a lady orders groceries she does not quote poetry. 

When the dispatcher gives orders to a trainman, they are not 
written on engraved stationery. He does not use classic illus- 
trations or ponderous words. 

When a beggar asks for a dime for a cup of coffee and a “hot dog" 
he does not talk about the glowing sunset. 


ASKING FOR BIG AND LITTLE THINGS 


A. 


C. 


It is fairly well agreed upon by men that when something big comes into the 
life there needs to be prayer. Remember, there is nothing too big for an 
omnipotent God. If God wills something for us, He can do it for us. There 
is nothing impossible with God. Abraham Lincoln said, 


IT have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming 
conviction that I had nowhere else to go. My own wisdom, and that 
of all about me, seemed insufficient for the day. 


Do not be afraid to ask God for anything. The sky's the limit if God thinks 
we should have it. William Carey said, “Ask great things of God; expect 
great things from God; undertake great things for God." 

The infinite God is also vitally concerned for our smallest problems. He 
wants us to trust Him for the minutest details of life. There is no situation 
or problem that God thinks is insignificant. Sometimes there is more joy in 
seeing God answer the little things than the big ones. Perhaps God answers 
many more prayers than we realize, but because we are not thinking in terms 
of small answers to prayers we overlook them. ILLUSTRATION: George Mueller 
was a man who trusted God for millions of dollars, but he was also a man of 
earnest prayer, even about little things. 

One day A. T. Pierson, Bible teacher extraordinary, sat with Mueller, who 
was relating to him some of the marvelous things God had done for the Faith 
Orphanage at Bristol. As Mueller talked he also wrote, and Dr. Pierson noticed 
he was having difficulty with his pen point. In the midst of the conversation, 
seeming oblivious to his visitor, Mueller bowed his head for a moment or two 
in prayer and then began writing again. Dr. Pierson asked what he was praying 
about. "Oh, said Mr. Mueller, "perhaps you didn't notice that I was having 
trouble with this pen point. I haven't another and this is an important letter, 
so I was asking the Lord to help me so that I could write it clearly." 

"Dear me," said Dr. Pierson, "a man who trusts God for millions of pounds 
also prays about a scratchy pen point." 

ILLUSTRATION: Big--seminary provision; medium--sport coat; small--milk and gas. 


CONCLUSION 


A. 


Be 


Prayer is a mystery and no one really understands it, but we do know that prayer 
works. We do not need to understand all there is about prayer before we pray. 
We just need to pray and expect God to work. 

Prayer is so simple that often complicated, adult minds cannot grasp it. It 
takes the imcomplicated faith of a little child to be an effective prayer 
warrior. 
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Progressive Sanctification 
THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER 


Prevailing Prayer 


INTRODUCTION 


A. 


As soon as one mentions prevailing prayer, perhaps other subjects flash into the 
mind, such as fasting, healing, preying through, etc, The power of prevailing 
prayer includes more than just fasting, healing and praying through. Prevailing 
prayer is persevering in prayer until one has a definite answer from God, 

The danger of speaking on prevailing prevailing prayer is to get off on some 
tangent or associate it with what are thought of as radical Christian groups, 
Prevailing prayer is a Biblical subject and must be dealt with in detail, 


FASTING AND PRAYER 


A. 


B 


dD. 


The importance of fasting is seen in both the Old and New Testaments, The 
greatest saints of God throughout the Bible often fasted, Moses fasted forty 
days on Mount Sinai, and Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, NOTE: It 

is very important to observe that fasting was done by the Church (Acts 13:1-3; 14; 
23; I Cor. 7:5; 2% Cor. 6:5; 11:27). Apparently fasting has been so little taught 
and less practiced that it has become a lost art among modern Christians. 

The spirit of fasting means that one, for a short period of time, is willing to 
abstain from otherwise normal and proper duties or pleasures that he may give 
himself wholly to the business of prayer. It is setting aside the strongest 
drives of the body, food, rest and sex, for complete concentration upon God. 
NOTE: Fasting cannot be emotionally whipped up but must come when there is some 
Special crisis and God needs to be entreated, 

Christ gave one exhortation to those who chose to fast and that is not to fast 

to impress men but do it to impress God (Matt. 6:16-18). NOTE: A person who 
boasts about his fasting is not Spirit-filled, for the Spirit-filled Christian 
fasts and tells no one except God, who already knows about it, 

A failure to fast today may show the lack of real Spiritual concern on the part 
of Christians, There is a great need today for Christians to give themselves 

to concentrated prayer, 


HEALING AND PRAYER (James 5:14-16) 


A. 


B, 


God can and does, at times, heal individual Christians from sickness, If God 

does heal, it was accomplished according to His own sovereign will. 

The steps in the healing process are given in James 5:14, 

1. Gall the Elders (14a): If there is a serious illness, the person who is sick 
or those closely connected with the sick person are to contact the elders of 
the local church, NOTE: The initiative in visitation rests with the sick, 
not the elders, This eliminates the common criticism, "The pastor never 
called on me when I was sick," 

2. Elders Are to Pray (14b): The elders are to pray for and with the sick 
person, seeking God's will in the matter. 

3, fhe Sick One is to be Annointed (14c): This ofl is not medicine, but any 
type of oil which is symbolic of the Holy Spirit who can do a miracle of 
healing if He chooses to do so, There is nothing mystical in the oil but it 
is a symbolic aid to help the sick and the elders remember that God must heal, 
NOTE; This verse does not say that doctors are not to be used, God may use 
doctors to heal or not, Nowhere in this verse does it Say how God is going 
to heal, It just says He is going to heal, 


Iv. 


ve 


c,. 


dD. 
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It is the prayer of faith by the elders and the one being prayed for that shall 
physically deliver the sick, NOTE: This verse does not say that, just because 
we have faith, God is going to automatically heal. If a person is to be healed, 
it is entirely up to the sovereign working of God (I John 5:14=15). 

POINTS TO PONDER 

1, It appears that healing is almost always connected with prayer. While 
prayer is not the cause for healing, it is the means God uses to bring about 
healing. 

2. God does heal today, Yet there is no gift of healing or special healers. 
God does heal through natural means, through doctors and occasionally by 
direct miracie, Whatever means He uses, it is all supernatural, Walvoord, 
in his book The Holy Spirit, states: 


In the history of the church there have been occasional miracles, 
and God has intervened in answer to faith and prayer and performed 
mighty works. To no one, apparently, since apostolic times has power 
been given to heal all who are sick, to raise the dead, and in other 
ways display unusual power to perform miracles, As the gift of apostle= 
ship and the gift of prophecy have ceased, with it has ceased the need 
for signs of the gift. A Christian can still appeal to God to do 
wonders, and God does answer prayer. God can still heal and even raise 
the dead if He chooses, but these miracles are sovereign and individual, 
not committed to the will of men or bestowed as a spiritual gift. 

While, therefore, the gift of miracles is not a part of the present 
program of God, the power of God to perform miracles must be affirmed, 


PRAYING THROUGH AND PRAYER 


A. 


5. 


There are some, especially among the holiness groups, who believe that to be 
saved a person must pray through to God; that is, after hours of weeping and 
struggle a person will find God. 

The whole concept of praying through is false because (1) the Bible teaches the 
only condition for salvation is faith in Jesus Christ; (2) there is no incident 
in the Bible of any one praying through to get saved; and (3) there are a number 
of Biblical examples of people who were saved without praying through. 


PERSEVERANCE AND PRAYER (Acts 12;1-17) 


A. 


Introduction; Prevailing prayer is prayer offered in a persevering attitude. The 
Christian is told to persevere in prayer and never to give up until God gives an 
answer (Matt, 7:7). R. B, Thieme, Jr., says, 


Prevailing prayer is that wonderful instrument provided by God to meet 
the needs and the difficulties, the trials and adversities, the temptations 
and dilemmas of life beyond the specific commands, exhortations and doctrines 
that the believer has from the Word of God (The Power of Prevailing Prayer). 


The importance of prevailing prayer is taught so very clearly in Acts 12:1-17. 
This portion of scripture has many vital lessons for the Christian, 

The Sovereign Will of God. God permitted James to die and allowed Peter to live 
when both had similar circumstances, As a result of taking James and leaving 
Peter, the church had an awakening through an important prayer meeting. 

Crisis Activates Christians, The church at Jerusalem was passive about the death 
of James but came alive when Peter was about to die, Crisis brought the church to 


prevailing prayer, It may be implied that they failed to pray effectively for 
James, 


VI. 
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D. The Peace in Believing God. The night before his execution Peter slept because 
he was without worry or concern for his own problem, The church prayed end Peter 
slept, for there is a time to pray and a time to rest in God, 

E. God Performs Those Things Which Man Cannot Do For Himself. It was God who super- 
naturally delivered Peter but Peter had to put on his clothes and walk out of the 
prison, Christians must observe natural law but God can and does work the super- 
natural, Believers are to carry out the natural functions while God supplies 
power for the spiritual needs, 

F, Every Answer to Prayer is by God's Grace, Prevailing prayer was answered in spite 
of the doubting participants, They did not deserve the answer, but received it, 
which of course is pure grace, 

CONCLUSION 

A. Prevailing prayer is persevering prayer until one gets an answer from God, The 
answer may be yes or no or wait awhile, but the one praying gets a definite 
csopviction that God has answered the request, 

B. The graat need of the Christian church today is a return to the Bible and a 


return to prayer, There must come a new conviction that God works in supernatural 
ways. 


